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SOCIAL WORKERS AT HSS 


by 


Margaret Diaz-Cruz, C.S.W., & Jane McGimsey, C.S.W. 


On the main floor near the O.P.D. 
you may have noticed a center of 
activity. Doctors, Nurses, and 
ancillary personnel confer with 
the Social Workers whose primary 
role is to help the whole person 
function at his optimal level in 
the face of illness and disability. 
Physical illness and disability 
often bring a variety of social, 
economic and emotional eeu to 
the patient and his 
family. In its most 
severe forms ill- i 
ness can bring to 
the sick person, 
dependency on 
others, isolation, 
financial concerns, 
feelings of help- 
lessness, powerless-—_ 
ness, uncertainty 
Zeaerear, If the 
patient is expected to make alt 
use of medical care, these com- 
plex problems must be faced, 
dealt with and, if possible, re- 
solved. 


To determine the patient's needs 
ana to assist him to cope effec- 
tively with his illness and/or 
disability, a psycho-social eval- 
uation is made by the Social 
Worker. This evaluation provides 
valuable information to the Social 


Workers, Doctors, Physical and 
Occupational Therapists about (1) 
the patients understanding of and 
attitudes and feelings toward his 
illness (2) the family's ability 
to help the patient during and 
abrerenospitabization.and, (3)@the 
need for additional services such 
as special schools, homemakers, 
child care, rehabilitation therapy, 
vocational training, and (4) the 
{ social service treat- 

ment plan. Addition- 
ally, this informa- 
“tion is communicated 
to the medical staff 
fin health team meet- 
h ings, rounds and 
}conferences as well 
f.as on an informal 
same )6Gay to day basis. 
: ~ Part of the social 

“Et WOLKeEYD S liaison 
role with the Medical Staff in- 
cludes the encouragement of open 
communication between the patient 
and doctor. 


TES t ys ene 


‘The uniqueness of each patient and 


his problems requires the utili- 
zation of a variety of social work 
skilisceslor “instance, min: individe 
ual counseling the patient is en- 
couraged to openly talk about his 
anxiety and/or depression to ulti- 


mately help him view his problem 
realistically and enhance his 
ability to cope with that problem. 
In many cases the patient's fam- 
ily is an important part and must 
be included in the counseling as 
they may be unaware of the anxiety 
that the patient is experiencing, 
or of resources in the hospital 
and community which can be helpful. 


Parents of severely disabled chil- 
dren frequently have mixed feelings 
of love, fear, guilt and anger 
related to having a handicapped 
child. Parents sharing with 

other parents these common feelings 
offer comfort and relief, to each 
other thereby helping them to 
provide their best care to their 
children. Currently, Judy Chestman 
is leading a monthly group for 
parents of children with Osteo- 
genesis Imperfecta. A group of 
parents of Cerebral Palsy patients 
has been conducted with similar 
goals. 


Social Work contacts do not always 
end with the patients discharge 
from the hospital. Frequently 
long-term, on-going treatment in- 
cluding the use of a wide range of 
community programs and resources 
may be a necessary part of the 
total health treatment plan. 


Training 


The Social Work Department con- 
sists of eight Professional Social 
Workers and two Social Work 
Assistants. To complete the re- 
quirements for a Masters in Social 
Work, the student must earn 60 
graduate credits including super- 
vised learning (similar to intern- 
ship) in a variety of qualified 
agencies. Since the 1940's HSS 
Social Work Department has been 
providing field work placement 

for Fordham University School of 
Social Service. The academic 
curriculum provides a broad edu- 
cation in Psychiatric Social Work, 


Group Work, Social Policy and 
Planning and Community Organization 
with the student specializing in 
any one of these areas in the 
second year. To practice in New 
York State, a certification exam- 
ination is required. The Social 
Work Assistant is a college 
graduate and receives in-service 
training. 


The Social Work Department meets 
weekly with Dr. J. Warren Brown, 
Psychiatrist, and Dr. David Clayson, 
Clinical Psychologist from Payne- 
Whitney for consultation and group 
discussion. Guest speakers, Edu- 
cational films, Community Confer- 
ences and additional postgraduate 
study, afford the social work 
staff the opportunity to grow 
professionally. 


The entire Social Work Department 
including the Director, Super- 
visors, Social Workers, Social 
Work Assistants, and Secretaries 
work as a team in an effort to 
make the patients' contact with 


HSS a poSitive one. 


WELCOME 


Patricia Berger, Acct., 
Laura Payerle-Morales, 
Admitting, Josefina 
Ramirez-Fernandez, 
Building Service, Doro- 
thy Forte, Dietary, 
Anthony Labissiere, Lab- 
oratory, Nan Weinerman, 
Medical Records, Vivian 
Sanchez, Medical Services, 
Gail Bretschneider, Car- 
men Lou, Bodil Michelsen, 
Joseph _ Sanders and Anita 
von Hellens,Nursing, Eiji 
Tazawa, Prosthetics & 
Orthotics, Bernadette 
Blane Radiology, Ade- 
line Gambardella, Rehabili- 
tation, Deborah Hart, 
Antoinette McKelvey ,Zo- 
Yaida Navarro, Research, 
and Gerri Matusewitch, 
Social Work. A special 
welcome to Victor Hernan- 
dez, Linda Horbert, Kath- 


leen Jordan, Linda Strobel, 


and Debrah Warnick, who 
joined our staff after 
graduating from our own 
LPN school. 


MARRIAGES 


Congratulations to Ms. 
Lorraine Muller, Nursing, 
who wed Mr. Robert Olivio 
on August 3lst. 


BIRTHS 


Congratulations to Ms. 
Gladys Miguel Leon, ~ who 
gave birth to her son, 
Ronald on September 9th. 
Ronald weighed 8 lbs., 

2 ozs. Congratulations 
to William Grannis, Ac- 
counting, who became a 
grandfather on September 


27th, when his daugh- 
ter Elizabeth gave 
Dbucch ttoma baby Giri, 
who was named Sandra 
Ann. Sandra Ann weigh- 
ed £8e1bS.1,-- 02S. 


front of the 
Cafeteria. 


The Employee 
Chorus began 
rehearsals for a 
Christmas Con- 
cert on Monday, 
October 7th. 
Anyone who is 
Our deepest sympathy interested in 

to Jean Kilfoyle, Labor- joining, please 
aALOLY jLOnmcie LOSS Of call Peggy Primis 


DEATHS 


her father. oe ext mieliee 
The#Chorus.ts 
also looking for 

ILLNESSES employees who 


play any one of 
the following 
instruments: 
celloseivicline 
flute, string 
bass, viola, 
recorder, basoon 
trumpet, clarinet 
or, frenchshorns 


Best wishes for a 
speedy recovery to 
Myrtle Rathburn, anj 
HSS retiree, who was 
recently hospitalized. 


Welcome back to Irene 
Jonsson, OPD, who re- 
cently returned to 
work after being hos- 
pitalized at Special 
Surgery. 


ANSWERS TO THE 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
ON PAGE 3 
EMPLOYEE ACTIVITIES 


( No peeking: ) 


Margarete Gottlieb, 
Accounting, just re- 
turned from a three 
week trip to Germany, |Alylt 
where she visited her/Q@itioM 
family. al TT 


HI Alb! 7 | OME A) OTE! 
OTHER NEWS AlSHOls|S|éloluisii_Jals/s! 
Te ean BEGHASES EA AG 
Don't miss the great ns wa © & 

buys at the Paperbacks 
Book Sale, Tuesday, Sain 
October 15th and Fri Tain! 
day October 18th, 


ETON AM Sto e2PM, 


iy 
OG0N Ga UDG 


CROSSWORD 
PUZZLE 


TP 
Pe i 8s a a | an 


ACROSS DOWN 
1. Seasonal song title (2 wds.) 1. Mystery writer (2 wds . ) 
11.Fxist 2. Beyond human audibility 
ie Make dike = worm 3. Breakfast cereal 
: 4. Underwriter (abbrev. ) 
15.Choose . : 
16.Nursing School symbol (pl.) 2+ Close 
18.Initials of a big conglomerate 6. Bachelors of law 
19.Heavy wire ee Relating to charity 
20.Browse 8. High card 
a1 minotoge 9. New England state (abbrev. ) 
23 ,,AlTpors 10.September rendezvous 
oh. Stovs 11.Mott's 
Be art: 1l2.Feminine title 
27 .Memory 17.Main artery 
28. Prevosition 19.An ending of action 
29.Greek for bony ee.NASA term 
33.Young woman (Scot.) 26.University in North Carolina 
35. Paste-ups 30.Army officer (abbrev.) 
36.Egyptian Sun god 31.Electrical Engineering (abbrev.) 
37.One (Scot. ) 32.Theater sign (abbrev.) 
38.Nursing title(abbrev. ) 34.School term 
39.Teletypewriter(abbrev. ) 40.Animal doctor degree 
4Q.Percussion instrument. h1.River (Span. ) 
he, Tease 43.Fine or sweet (Scot.) 
4h Yoko 4h. Ancient 
46.Moral corruption 45.Willow whose branches are used for 
47 ,Image destroyer making baskets 
50.Belonging to one of the 3 Stooges 48, Opposite of yes 
51.Negative kg." and sympath 
ympathy" 
52.Not as wet 53-Invitation request 
54.What you gain in the summer and lose 55.Entire 
in the fall 57 Metal 
56.Bread ingredient 59.News service (abbrev.) 
58.Epic poem 60.English author's first initials 
62.Clergyman 61.Type measure 


63.Republican symbol 
64.HSS has a school for this (abbrev. ) 


A HAPPENING 


On September 14th, the Second 
Annual Garage Carnival became an 
"east side happening" for our 
patients, employees and friends 
of HSS. Over 500 people attended 
the event, which was originally 
conceived and organized by Ms. 
Carol Linde, one of our teachers 
fiee.o. 401. 


Shirley Goodfleisch, Nursing, 
Anita Graham, Laboratory, and 
Barbara Musucus, a friend of HSS, 
entertained with lovely songs. 
Lucille Izzo and family, friends 
of one of our patients, made 
beautiful music. The NYC Depart- 
ment of Recreation provided a rock 
band and a puppet show -- all of 
which delighted children and 
grown-ups alike. .Mr. Aldo Bonura, 
a professional magician, performed , 
in mysterious ways, and, of course, 
clowns, clowns, clowns, from the 
Shriners, brought a smile to every 
face. 


Our own Recreation Department pro- 
vided an arts and crafts workshop 
and Sesame Street donated games, 
toys, and books. Dr. Tijong-Tik 
Goei, Laboratory, kept the child- 
ren on cloud nine, by blowing up 
the balloons. 


The Dietary Department supplied 
1200 hot.dogs, 900 cans of sodan 
Ten cases of ice cream, 20 cases 

of potato chips, and 100 containers 
of milk were used, too. You can 
bet that no one went hungry!!! 
Believe it or not. MacDonald's 
donated 200 boxes of cookies and 
pins to complete the repast. 


Thanks to all who gave so gener- 
ously of their time and love to 
make September 14th an "east side 
Just look at those 


happening". 
happy faces! 


at Y h, 
ie “atts i, = 2 
he 


Photographs Courtesy 
of 
Sam Tetcher 
Board of Educatton 


CLASS OF ‘47 


THE RECORD & CHRONICLE 

THE HOSPITAL FOR SPECIAL SURGERY Nonprofit Org. 

535 Bast 70th Street U.S. POSTAGE 

New York, N.Y. 10021 PAID 
New York, N.Y. 


Permit No. 52 


T. GORDON YOUNG 
Administrative Vice-President 


